Montana Transit Association Awards Criteria
The following awards will be presented at the Spring Conference, May 20-22, 2024
ORVAL MEYER AWARD FOR TRANSIT EXCELLENCE
The highest honor of the Montana Transit Association (MTA), this award recognizes a person who gives of himself or herself for the improvement and development of transit in Montana in the same spirit as longtime MTA member Orval Meyer.  Nominations come from the MTA membership and statewide transit community at large.  
Orval was born on October 23, 1944 in Mott, North Dakota to Gottlieb and Cecelia Meyer.  He graduated from Billings Central in May of 1962.  In June of 1970, he received his bachelor’s degree from the University of Montana.  Orval did a brief stint in the Army at Fort Ord in California and in 1989 he married Becky Montez in Billings.  Orval worked for Special Transportation in Billings.  At the time of his death, Orval was the Operation’s Manager for the Dial-a-Ride bus in Helena where he was employed for 15 years.  Orval passed on to greener pastures on July 16, 1999 from severe burns sustained during a natural gas explosion at the Helena Bus barn.

The Orval Dean Meyer award embodies the characteristics of an extremely genuine person.  Orval was a devoted family man and he enjoyed writing, poetry, golf, and many other sports.  He was the kind of person you just wanted to sit down and BS with over a beer.  His true passion was in the transportation industry providing exceptional service to his customer base.  Orval consistently displayed the following traits:

· Honesty

· Integrity

· Exceptional Work Ethic

· Caring

· Compassionate

· Customer Service Oriented

· Humble.

Orval was an exceptional manager, supervisor, employee, colleague, and friend.  Orval knew the true meaning of “team player” and he worked hard every day to improve the transit industry, customer service, and program delivery.  He was respected by those who worked for and with him; he was not afraid to roll up his sleeves and dig right in with the rest of the crew to complete a task.
Candidates for the award may include persons, providers or systems in the state of Montana who stands out among their peers, have gone "above and beyond" what is required of them in their jobs, and exemplify the spirit and actions of Orval Meyer by providing exceptional customer service. 
Criteria:  Candidates for the award will be judged by the following criteria:

 
1) Relevance of work to the improvement and development of transit in Montana:  A nominee must be currently employed in, or recently retired from, a professional career in transit as a provider funded by federal, state or local transit programs.  His or her work has direct relevance to transit in Montana.

2) Dedication to his or her profession: The accomplishments and actions of the nominee show a desire and dedication to go above and beyond the normal course of duty, as demonstrated by participation in professional organizations, recognitions and awards and other activities.

3) Commitment to exceptional customer service: Through actions relating to his or her job, and outside of the job, the nominee demonstrates a sincere commitment and devotion to exceptional customer service.

4) Credibility and respect among peers: The nominee has earned respect and credibility among his or her peers, as demonstrated by awards, recognitions, participation in professional organizations and other examples of leadership and respect in the transit profession.

Please complete the form on the back of this page. You may use an additional page, if needed.

Nomination Process:  Nominations must be typed, and include:

1) Name of person submitting the nomination: ________________________________________

     Position or title:_______________________________________________________________

     Address:____________________________________________________________________

     Phone number:_______________________________________________________________

2) Name of Nominee: ________________________________________

     Position or title:_______________________________________________________________

     Address:____________________________________________________________________

     Phone number:_______________________________________________________________

3) A written endorsement explaining the nominee’s qualifications in each of the four selection criteria listed above, approximately one paragraph per criteria and not more than one typed page in length.




Submission Deadline:  April 12, 2024
Please submit nomination forms to:  
Montana Transit Association





2820 S. Higgins Avenue






Missoula, MT 59801






mrtma2@montana.com






406-327-8711

